WEBEQUIE SUPPLY ROAD (WSR) PROJECT
Aquatic Habitat Study Plan - Fact Sheet
What was the primary purpose of this Assessment?
To gather information regarding the existing aquatic conditions at the 26 waterbody crossings that
have been identified along the preliminary preferred corridor for the WSR.

What is the study area for the potential effects on aquatic habitat?
Study areas are used to define the geographic boundaries in which the Project may have
environmental effects. At this stage, there are three general study areas:
o Project Footprint (PF): The area of direct disturbance (i.e., the physical area
required for Project construction and operation);
o Local Study Area (LSA): The area where largely direct, and indirect effects of the
Project are likely to be measurable; and
o Regional Study Area (RSA): The area where potential, largely indirect and
cumulative effects of the Project in the broader, regional context may occur.

What is the timeline for potential effects on the aquatic habitat?
The EA process will consider both the short and long-term effects on aquatic habitats.
The project will occur in two phases:
Construction phase; and
Operations phase
The Project is proposed to be operated for an indeterminate time period; therefore,
retirement (decommissioning/abandonment/closure) is not anticipated and will not be
considered in the Assessment
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How will information be collected?
From the following secondary sources:
o Previously conducted aquatic studies, including Indigenous Knowledge and information obtained
through consultation with Indigenous communities;
o Regulatory databases;
o Aerial photography;
o GIS databases; and
o Academic literature and information obtained from regulatory agencies and other stakeholders.
From the following field surveys:
o Fish habitat assessments to characterize biophysical characteristics at waterbody crossings;
o Fish community sampling;
o Benthic invertebrate surveys; and
o Fish spawning surveys targeting Walleye and Lake Sturgeon.

What are you looking to assess in the field surveys?
nformation about fish and fish habitat at waterbody crossings to:
o Understand fish distribution and movement in the study area, such as barriers to fish movement;
o Fish survival and reproduction (e.g., spawning areas); and
o The quality and quantity of fish habitat by collecting data on flow regime, waterbody type, thermal
regime, waterbody bank width, and depth, bank vegetation, stream morphology, lake/streambed
substrate types (silt, clay, gravel).
Information regarding fish community at each waterbody crossing such as:
o Types of species present and their relative abundance;
o Species sensitivity to habitat changes;
o Species dependence on habitat- how they use the habitat;
o Spawning patterns; and
o The benthic invertebrate community (which give important resources to fish species).

How will field survey site be selected?
Field surveys will be conducted at water crossings within the study area at locations
that either:
Display the ability to support fish;
No dry water crossings will be assessed ; and
Are likely to contain key species that are valued as food sources, culturally
important or sensitive to changes in the environment such as lake sturgeon,
northern pike, walleye, lake whitefish and brook trout.

Reference: SNC-Lavalin. 2020. Webequie Supply Road- Aquatic Habitat Study Plan.

